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A Dakota, Minnesota and, Eastern traln heads west on tracks’ near Wendte on Oct i3, 2002. A federal appeals court has: ruled agamst state provisiens that sought fo regulate rail-
mads that take Iand from unwllling owners The decislon ls a vuctory for the DM&E, which seeks to extend its rails to coal flelds in Wyommg Lawsuits have delayed the project
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PIERRE ~. Some -state provi-
sions regulatmg railroads that
resort to forcible acquisition of pri-
vate land -in -S¢iith Dalkota dis-

‘¢riminate agamst mterstate com-

meérce. and violaté other federal

“laws, the 8th 1.8 ClI'OlIlt Court of '

- .'Appeals ‘has ruled.

“But the federal Coiire refused to-

1 overturn

was filed by the DM&E,

- which:warits to extend'its -

- 'line to’Powder River Basin -
,‘coal fields in- Wyoming -
“and run. coal éastward on’

‘ta and Minnesota.

preventmg state ofﬁcrals
done. .-
that placed. several inew
restrictions-on railroads.
A challengeto the law

‘abouit 600 miles of track
.and ‘éxtend its line 260

: country :
~“We're past the ma]or
legal and regulatory hur-

‘Kevin Schieffer

‘Tm oot takmg anythmg
for granted.”

© Schieffer sard e ra1lroad con-
tinuesto seek investors and hopes

trains across South Dako-

DM&E officials ‘said _.the 1999
law dealmgwrth emmen oidin

. -vear's end: If'so, the massive con-

-start next year, he. said..

+ “That would he a best case sce-
: ‘-'narro
However Schleffer said actual

ing must first

-,y because engin

the:huge:amourits of steel - raﬂs
and other.essen’mal materrals. e

the rallroad prOJectwﬂl he "

DM&E wants torebuild *

dies,” Schieffer said, “but

1o Have. financing - arranged by -

. f;structmn project, could poss1bly'

; .‘"‘WOI’k would not begin: immediate-

ere"Would be ‘

miles into Wyoming coal . 1

“said;’ “Theres adot of ramp-up
. things to get ready. But the jobs

would; start-almost immediately.

-,There Would_ be 11terally thou-

‘er to-takeland
- domain,” wrote 8th
- Judge James Lokex. -

“state. was proper be:

lands that South Dakota des fior

does it cha!lenge the state S pow-
ircuit: Chlef

- Piersol's: mjunctlon agamst the '
¢ itbrings

- the state’sregifatory scheime into
comphance Wwith fede '




